What has happened at Harvard University over the past year is important to Science readers for all sorts of reasons. Harvard was the first university established in the United States, and its excellence as well as its tradition have made it the symbol of higher education for the U.S. public and for many aspiring students in other parts of the world. Why else would last month's departure of President Lawrence Summers, after a turbulent 5-year tour of duty, as well as some of the earlier incidents that led to this denouement, have been covered above the fold on the front page of the New York Times?

